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Energy Task Force gets to work
Crowd rallies for gay rights
Prof. named 
educator 
of the year
‘Sweater man’ 
returns to campus
Mass communications professor Martin 
Grindeland was named Minnesota Educator 
of the year.
Grindeland is one of 46 winners selected 
from 384 faculty mem-
bers nominated by 
colleges and universi-
ties across the country. 
Today Grindeland is 
in Washington, D.C., 
where the announce-
ment is being made.
Grindeland is the 
eighth MSUM profes-
sor to win the Carnegie 
Foundation teaching 
award in the past 21 years.
Students and community mem-
bers gathered on Veterans Memorial 
Bridge on Saturday at noon to pro-
test the bans on gay marriage.
The protest was part of a nation-
al peaceful movement against 
California’s Proposition 8.
Over 250 people gathered on the 
Fargo side of the bridge to stand 
together against the ban on gay mar-
riage in California. 
Sophomore Ashley Kjonaas 
attended the rally to fight for the 
cause.
“It has become the new civil rights 
movement,” Kjonaas said. “Just 
because California, Arizona and 
Florida banned it does not mean that 
we do not have to become involved. 
It is a national issue now.”
Fargo resident Andrew Gilbertson 
also attended the protest to fight and 
show support. 
“It felt good to act,” Gilbertson 
said. “Being out is one thing, but it is 
so good to do something that makes 
you feel like we are actually accom-
plishing something.”
Gilbertson credits Facebook for the 
turn out.
“I honestly think (Facebook) was 
the reason over half of the people 
that showed up,” Gilbertson said. “It 
was a great way to get the word out 
there.”
Joshua Boschee, organizer of the 
Fargo protest on Saturday, was very 
pleased with the outcome.
“I was preparing for 20 or 30 peo-
ple,” Boschee said. “To see over 250 
people come was just amazing.”
Gilbertson was amazed by the 
positive response protestors received 
from passersby and felt that the 
amount of honks, thumbs up and 
waves were phenomenal. There were 
only five or six obscenities directed at 
the protestors, he said. 
There were two counter-protestors 
active at the rally holding signs and 
speaking out against gay marriage. 
Protestors did not get angry and the 
rally remained peaceful.
“They have just as much right to 
be there as we do,” Gilbertson said. 
“It was titled the protest for love. We 
are not going to fight them. They can 
express their opinion just as much as 
we do.” 
Boschee knows that same sex 
marriage will not be legal in North 
Dakota for a long time, but felt that 
it is important to build off of the 
national movement and notice the 
rural representation, he said. 
For more information con-
tact North Dakota Human Rights 
Collation at www.NDHRC.org.
The sweater man sits, surrounded by hand-
made mittens, hats, hemp necklaces, drums 
and much more. Ed Merritt has been coming to 
MSUM for quite a while selling various hand-
made iterms to college faculty and students.  
“I like the people and the place. It’s a won-
derful safe haven, where people still have 
manners,” Merritt said about MSUM. “People 
are always friendly and accepting. They take 
their time to tell me about their day and ask 
me about mine.”
Merritt grew up on the road, traveling with 
his father, a professional baseball player. After 
high school he and some friends went to 
Colorado where he discovered his love of 
nature and sports.
By AnnA gEORgE
Staff Writer
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Community members and students rallied for gay rights Saturday on veterans Memorial Bridge in Fargo.
A new “green” group 
working to conserve energy 
on campus hopes to save the 
university budget some green 
as well.
The Energy Task Force 
is answering a call from 
President Edna Syzmanski to 
collect and research ideas for 
reducing energy costs, sociol-
ogy professor Karen Branden 
said, who serves as co-chair 
of the task force.   
Due to stagnant enrollment 
and a possible reduction in 
state funding, the university 
projects a $3.2 million deficit 
for fiscal year 2009. 
For energy costs, MSUM’s 
fiscal year 2009 budget allo-
cates approximately $2.6 mil-
lion for fuel and utilities, said 
Daniel Kirk, who serves as 
vice president of facilities and 
administration. 
University energy costs 
have increased significant-
ly in recent years and costs 
might continue to rise. 
While MSUM is actively 
pursuing ways to conserve 
energy for years, Kirk would 
like to see greater energy sav-
ings in the future. 
“We are hopeful that we 
can do some things to save 
on energy costs for fiscal year 
(2010),” Kirk said. “How we 
use energy on campus is real-
ly important.”
The Energy Task Force, 
which met for the first time 
Nov. 3, is made up of approxi-
mately 20 students, faculty 
and staff members.
“(Syzmanski) is very seri-
ous about sustainable energy 
in the future,” Branden said. 
“So, although part of this is 
linked to dealing with bud-
get savings, if energy costs 
went down, we wouldn’t stop 
the work on the energy task 
force,” she said.
Taute can be reached
at tautela@mnstate.edu.
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Alcohol offenses and noise 
complaint in Neumaier
Auto boot placed in Lot U
 Suspicious people and 
unsecured door in Dahl
Alcohol offenses and 
disorderly conduct on Lot J
Threats in Dahl
Theft / larceny 
in East Snarr
Auto boot placed and 
released on Lot A
Vandalism on 14th St. S. 
at new Wellness Center
Alcohol offenses on Lot P
Computer misuse in library
Drug / narcotics offenses 
and suspicious odors 
in South Snarr 
Auto boot placed and 
released on Lot N
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Security update  
Director of Campus Security Michael Parks
 New Wellness Center vandalized
Advocate meetings 
4 p.m. Mondays in 
CMU 110
The Advocate would like to 
invite any interested students 
to their weekly meetings in 
The Advocate office. Pick 
up an application today and 
apply to be a sports writer, 
staff writer, cartoonist or   
photographer. Photographers 
meeting is at 4:30 p.m.
Apply now for upper 
class scholarship
Applications for the 2009-
2010 upper class scholarships 
are available online at www.
mnstate.edu/finaid/upper-
classscholarship.cfm.
In order to apply, stu-
dents must be pursuing their 
undergraduate degree, who 
have completed at least 12 
MSUM credits by the end of 
the current fall semester.
Students must have a mini-
mum cumulative GPA of 3.25 
or higher by the end of fall 
semester and must enroll in a 
minimum of 12 credit hours 
per semester at MSUM.
Students not graduating at 
the end of spring or sum-
mer 2009 for the fall and/ 
or spring semesters of 2009-
2010 are eligible.
Applicants are required to 
turn in a recommendation 
form along with application 
form and required essay.
Be a good Santa, 
stuff some stock-
ings
Each year the Fargo-
Moorhead Builders Exchange, 
in cooperation with the 
Salvation Army, gives peo-
ple the opportunity to play 
Santa by participating in its 
“Stocking Stuffers” Program.
Stocking Stuffers raises 
money for children in the F-M 
area whose families are finan-
cially unable to give them a 
memorable Christmas.
Volunteers will take these 
underprivileged children 
Christmas shopping with the 
money raised.
The stocking stuffers are 
working with the Builders 
Exchange to assist them 
with fund raising. In doing 
so they are selling T-shirts 
Wednesday through Friday 
for $8 each. Donations will 
also be accepted. 
All proceeds go to the 
“Stocking Stuffers” Program. 
Take spring break in 
Paris
The Office of International 
Programs and the Department 
of Languages and Cultures 
will present a spring break 
tour of Paris from March 13 
to 21. The tour will be led 
by  Dr. Jim Kaplan, profes-
sor Emeritus of French. Each 
day participants will enjoy 
a guided  excursion to the 
historic, artistic and  cultural 
attractions of Paris. 
There will be time for per-
sonal pursuits like sightsee-
ing, shopping and concerts. 
Students may register for 
French 290 Discovering Paris, 
to earn  one or two credits. 
The group  will stay in a 
comfortable, friendly  hotel, 
centrally located in a charm-
ing old neighborhood on the 
Left Bank near the Louvre and 
Notre Dame. The cost will be 
$1,739 and will leave from 
Minneapolis International 
Airport.
For further informa-
tion contact James Kaplan 
at  kaplan@mnstate.edu. or 
International Programs direc-
tor Jill Holsen at holsenj@
mnstate.edu.  To be placed 
on the e-mail list for further 
information  send an e-mail 
to  stdyabrd@mnstate.edu.
Eat spaghetti this 
Saturday
Join the Spaghetti Feed 
Benefit for the Dorothy Day 
Pantry. Food will be served 
from 4 to 8 p.m. on Saturday. 
Tickets for the feed are $7 for 
adults, $4 for children or $25 
for a family. 
This event will be held 
at Knights of Columbus, 
Moorhead, located at 915 ½ 
Main Ave. S. Pre-sale tick-
ets can be purchased at the 
Knights of Columbus or 
by contacting Amanda at 
letouram@mnstate.edu 
BY LESLIE WOOD
Staff Writer
 
Noisy residents
Officers were dispatched for 
a noise complaint at 9:45 p.m. 
on Nov. 11, on second floor of 
Neumaier. Officers, along with 
the RA staff, located two resi-
dents who were being loud. 
Further investigation 
revealed the underage male 
students had been drinking 
and had empty containers of 
alcohol in their possession. 
The Moorhead Police depart-
ment was called and both stu-
dents were cited for underage 
consumption. 
Backseat alcohol
Security officers placed an 
auto boot on a vehicle at 10:50 
a.m. on Nov. 12,  in Lot J. 
When the male MSUM owner 
came to have it removed, the 
officers noticed in plain view a 
large quantity of alcohol in the 
backseat of his vehicle. 
The driver took care of the 
outstanding parking tickets; 
however, he was referred to 
Judicial Affairs for the posses-
sion of alcohol. 
Xbox stolen
Residents of second and 
third floor of East Snarr 
noticed someone had stolen 
their Xbox 360 at 12 a.m. on 
Nov. 13. The estimated value 
was $509. 
Campus security advises 
students to remember to lock 
their door when leaving their 
room, and record all serial 
numbers and model numbers 
of equipment.
PlayStation theft
An unknown suspect 
entered an unoccupied and 
unlocked dorm room at 4:44 
p.m. on Nov. 14, on fourth 
floor South Snarr. The suspect 
stole a PlayStation 2 and a 
wireless Xbox controller. The 
estimated value of the thefts 
was $200.  
Belated Halloween 
spirit
An unknown person(s) 
smashed a pumpkin at 7:47 
p.m. on Nov. 14, on the second 
floor of Dahl.
Wellness Center 
vandalized
Security was notified of van-
dalism at 9:12 a.m. on Nov. 15, 
in the new Wellness Center. 
The suspect had thrown bricks 
through a couple of windows. 
If anyone has information 
about the damage, please con-
tact security. Also, if you see 
any people on the work site 
after hours, call security.
Caught 
with Mary Jane
A male resident of third 
floor South Snarr was referred 
to Judicial Affairs for smoking 
marijuana on Nov. 16 in his 
room. 
Police were called and a 
pipe was seized as evidence. 
Beer run foiled
A male student was walk-
ing with a pack of beer at 2:46 
a.m. on Nov. 16, across univer-
sity property. Security confis-
cated the alcohol and he was 
referred to Judicial Affairs. 
2 Col (3.79) x 5
Cult Classics
Friday, November 21 & Saturday, November 22
M I D N I G H T  •  A D M I S S I O N  O N LY  $5 !
Fight Club
(701) 239-8385  •  314 Broadway  •  Downtown Fargo
www.fargotheatre.org     or    join our Facebook Group! 
Johnson Barn 
Dances
9pm - 1am / (701) 967-8912 / 2 miles North of Arthur, ND on HI.81
Barn Available for Rent - Wedding Dances or Parties
Admission $7.00    Visit Web Page at www.johnsonsbarn.com
Nov. 21
Avalanche
MSUM’s YouTube clip of the week
Students of the Desktop Video class made this video in about an 
hour. It shows the true Dragon spirit. Check it out at:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=rZuKVYdC9Bw
A number of wooden circles 
hanging in the campus mall 
last week caused people to 
stop, look and wonder, “What 
the heck are those things?” 
The answer is rather simple; 
they are circles, created from 
cedar shims. There are 14 cir-
cles to be precise and each one 
varies in size from two to 11 
feet in diameter. The kinetic 
sculptures contain roughly 
240 shims and took about two 
hours to assemble.
The circles are 
special because 
of the passionate 
idea behind them, 
and the beauty cre-
ated from such a 
simple and unap-
preciated object. 
The creator of 
the shim circles 
is the instructor of sculpture 
in the department of art and 
design, Bruce Sykes. 
When talking about the idea 
behind his circles, Sykes said, 
“To create without passion is 
to create nothing at all.” 
The passion behind this art 
form was the idea of the circle 
as the international symbol 
of unity. This being Sykes’ 
first semester instructing at 
MSUM, he wanted to show 
the campus the importance of 
working together as one. 
“We should unite in the 
common cause,” Sykes said. 
“We should learn as much as 
possible from each other in the 
time we are here.”
Original ly  f rom 
Pennsylvania, Sykes graduated 
from Penn State and became a 
teacher at a high school in west-
ern Pennsylvania. Eventually 
he left to pursue life as a pro-
fessional artist, which brought 
him to the University of Idaho 
where he earned his MFA in 
sculpture. 
While studying sculpture 
there, someone dropped off a 
large bag of wooden shims. A 
natural at playing with differ-
ent materials, Sykes picked up 
some of the shims and began 
playing around. 
“I continued to play around 
with them and saw that when 
put together, they formed a 
circle,” Sykes said. 
He explained 
how the curvilin-
ear line formed 
by the angled 
shims could 
create a perfect 
circle in various 
sizes depend-
ing on where the 
shims were attached. 
The shims themselves are 
an interesting choice for art. 
Usually known for their use 
in carpentry to level or stabi-
lize window and door frames, 
Sykes saw the beauty in their 
functionality.
Sykes looked around cam-
pus when he arrived here to 
see how much art was on dis-
play, and he realized that there 
was a need. After explaining 
his plan of public showing 
and gaining full support from 
the administration, it only 
took about 90 minutes to put 
the circles up.
Standing in the campus mall 
last Tuesday and looking at 
the various circles hung about 
from the trees, Sykes was 
interested in hearing what stu-
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.
To create without 
passion is to cre-
ate nothing at all.“
Bruce Sykes
Instructor of sculture
Giving is Receiving
The Umoja Student Association is about to embark in a food 
drive during November 21st, 24th and 25th.
There will be a table set up in the CMU during this time where
non-perishable food items can be dropped off along with ten 
baskets with the Umoja logo. The baskets will be placed in various 
locations around campus. 
There are so many people within the community that have scarce 
resources, such as food and we would like to ask for your help, 
especially during this time of Thanksgiving, 
by participating in the food drive. 
All food donated will go to Church’s United Homeless Shelter. 
?????????
?????????
?????
???????
Bruce Sykes, instructor of sculpture, hung his wooden shim circles last week. The creations were 
meant to provoke thought and represent unity on the campus.
The scoop 
on the 
HOOPS
dents thought of them. He was 
afraid that students were often 
too busy looking at their cell 
phones to notice anything.
“I just saw those. I don’t 
know what they are,” fresh-
man Jake Shreeran said. 
Another freshman, Lindsey 
Krabbenhoft, also was unsure 
but said, “They give you a 
reason to think.” 
That was enough to put a 
smile on Sykes’ face. 
CHrIS HuBEr / PHOTO EdITOr
Johnson can be reached
at johnsomic@mnstate.edu.
In response to the above 
Letter to the Editor, I have a 
few points to make.
The first point deals with 
the now regular occurrence 
of the sex question.
Sex questions are printed 
because, as was noted in the 
above letter: this is a col-
lege. It’s a time of experience 
and experimenting. Students 
have questions and if we can 
provide a forum for those 
questions to be answered by 
a medical professional, then 
we’re doing our jobs cor-
rectly. 
My second point is on the 
topic of Veterans Day and 
our lack of articles or col-
umns highlighting the fed-
eral holiday.
It’s true, we didn’t have 
anything in the last issue 
about Veterans Day.
That has to do with the fact 
that the last issue came out 
two days after Veterans Day 
was over.
We also didn’t have any 
article in the previous issue 
about the day.
As a veteran who spent 15 
months deployed from 2006 
to 2007, I’ll say this: I wasn’t 
offended.
To put it bluntly, I don’t 
care. 
As someone who could 
have written a column about 
it, I most likely still would 
not have.
The reason is that area 
print, radio and TV outlets 
most likely did pieces on 
Veterans Day, and those out-
lets reach and can inform a 
larger audience the we can at 
The Advocate.
We most likely will not 
write about Labor Day, 
Arbor Day or Memorial Day, 
we barely had anything in 
about Halloween, and I’m 
betting that if anything gets 
in this publication about 
Thanksgiving or Christmas 
that isn’t about the economy, 
we’ll have a column—and 
hopefully a funny one. 
I appreciate the idea that 
the writer wants our fellow 
troops to be supported. I take 
exception that he feels we 
didn’t do enough. This pub-
lication can’t be everywhere 
at once.
Regardless, we encourage 
and appreciate letters to the 
editor because they foster 
dialogue between different 
perpectives present in our 
campus community.
      
Saving energy 
helps create 
greener campus in 
many ways
The new Energy Task Force organized by President 
Szymanski is working on ways we can reduce en-
ergy costs on campus. 
In addition to being better for the environment, there 
are other reasons why we need to cut down on how 
much energy we use. 
With rising fuel costs contributing to the university’s 
looming budget deficit, energy conservation has 
become a more pressing issue than before. 
The tightening of the belt needs to start with small 
items like energy conservation, so programs and jobs 
on campus don’t suffer.
It’s painless and might just save the university.
While some steps have already been taken, there are 
a number of little things we can all do to help out. 
Students living on campus can take shorter showers. 
They can also turn off lights and unplug electrical 
appliances before leaving dorm rooms and class-
rooms. 
Electrical appliances still draw energy when they’re 
plugged into a power outlet even if they aren’t being 
used, and that little bit of energy adds up quickly. 
Things that don’t need to be plugged in all the time, 
like cell phone chargers and coffee pots with digital 
clocks should be unplugged when not in use. 
In addition, instead of cranking up the thermostat 
this winter, putting on an extra layer of clothing is a 
quick alternative that will save on heating costs.
Taking these steps could help move MSUM toward 
realizing its long-term goals in energy conservation. 
Meeting those goals would free up funding that 
would have otherwise been used to pay for wasteful 
power usage. 
Inevitably, these small changes could add up big for 
the university and trickle down to also lower student 
fees and tuition.
So think about it the next time you’re about to dry 
your hands in the bathroom. 
The Advocate thinks blue jeans do just fine.
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The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not 
necessarily those of the college
administration, faculty or student body. 
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and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m. 
Monday and can be sent to  
MSUM Box 130, 
dropped off in The Advocate office  
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.
Heidi Shaffer
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Chris Erickson
Opinion Editor
Ben Sailer
Assistant Editor
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 Letter to the editor
I want to tell you what I 
think about the column that 
you wrote in The Advocate 
about the question on anal 
sex. I know that this is college 
and all and you want to do 
is express your thoughts and 
feelings in your school news-
paper but I thought that what 
you wrote was wrong and not 
very appropriate.
You wrote this column on 
the week that we should be 
supporting our troops and 
our veterans that have been 
defending and giving up their 
lives for so long. If it wasn’t 
for them you wouldn’t even 
have a newspaper, let alone 
a college to attend. You guys 
didn’t even write one thing 
about Veterans Day.
These men and women have 
been fighting for this country 
for the last couple hundred 
years and you all soon forget 
what America stands for.
Does this school not sup-
port our veterans at all? On 
the week around Sept. 11, 2008 
in The Advocate, I did not see 
one article about Sept. 11 where 
there were so many lives lost. 
This should have been one of 
your main articles. 
What if that would have 
happened here at MSUM? I 
bet you wouldn’t forget then. 
I feel very sorry for you to 
write crap like this and forget 
about our nation’s greatest. 
You make me feel very sad 
that I am part of this school 
knowing that I am one of those 
veterans.
Matthew Johnson
MSUM Student
Editor’s note: The column 
ran in the Nov. 13 issue. The 
sex column is a regular fea-
ture of the Opinion section. 
Questions are submitted 
anonymously by students and 
answered by Carol Grimm, 
the director of Health and 
Wellness at Hendrix Health.
Fellow veteran responds
Responses?
E-mail Erickson
at erickchr@mnstate.edu
As the holidays and finals 
approach, stress can make con-
necting to your loved one more 
difficult than usual.
Maybe one of you is pick-
ing up extra hours at work, 
the other working furiously on 
getting graduate school appli-
cations. This time of year, it 
might feel as though the two 
of you are running in oppo-
site directions.  Here are some 
ways to make the holiday sea-
son a little easier on your rela-
tionship.
Make sure that the time 
you spend together isn’t “off” 
time. You might spend an hour 
together each night, but if you 
spend that entire hour glassy-
eyed in front of the television, 
you haven’t made any prog-
ress toward connecting with 
your partner.
Forgo the TV this time of 
year (watch it later, alone, 
online), in favor of making din-
ner together, wrapping pres-
ents or even doing homework. 
Doing housework, even if you 
don’t live together, is 
a good way to accom-
plish something and 
spend some quality 
time with your signifi-
cant other.
Winter isn’t the best 
time to go on a date 
in Fargo-Moorhead, 
considering the weather. Most 
of the free activities, such as 
picnicking or walking in the 
park, are unavailable due to 
the inevitable blanket of snow. 
However, there are a lot of 
places to go in the area that 
don’t cost much (if anything) 
and will keep the two of you 
connected and entertained.
Keep watch for anything 
interesting occurring on cam-
pus. Departments and organi-
zations frequently bring speak-
ers and performers to our uni-
versity. Most of these events 
are free of charge, and  can give 
the two of you something to 
talk about that isn’t homework 
or your jobs. 
Another thing to look for 
is school-based holiday func-
tions.
Though students may have 
to shell out $12 each to go to 
Concordia’s Christmas extrav-
aganza, they should know that 
there are less expensive holi-
day concerts coming up at the 
beginning of December.
There is always something 
going on in the community. 
Even if there isn’t anything the 
two of you are interested in 
going to, places like the Plains 
Art Museum give free admis-
sion to students year round.
Fargo also just got a brand-
new hockey team, and though 
it may not be your cheapest 
date, seeing the Force at their 
finest might be the bonding 
experience your relationship 
needs this holiday season.
My words of wisdom to 
any soon-to-be-college grad-
uate: Do not work for “The 
Man.”
For the past four years of 
my college career, I have sus-
tained myself by working for 
“The Man.”
However, in a slow and 
painful process my soul is 
slowly being sucked from 
my body each day that I step 
foot into the office.
“The Man” has stripped 
me of simple freedoms such 
as having a purse or cell 
phone in my cubicle, surf-
ing the Internet during peri-
ods of extreme slowness and 
using the lavatory without 
permission.
Company-wide e-mail, the 
primary source of communi-
cation between supervisors 
and other associates, will 
soon be defunct. We have 
now become a “paperless 
office.” How can an office be 
paperless without e-mail?  
Using accrued vacation 
time is a nearly impossible 
feat “due to client needs.”
The job description you 
had last week is different this 
week “due to client needs.”
In the most recent odd 
behavior on part of “The 
Man,” garbage cans were 
removed from all desks in an 
effort to “go green.”
Pretty, blue recycling recep-
tacles were placed at the end 
of each row of cubicles, rep-
resenting a beacon of hope. 
After two weeks of “being 
green,” these blue beacons 
of hope are nowhere to be 
found.
While I try to remain grate-
ful for a job which pays my 
bills and provides health 
insurance, there is more to 
a job than a paycheck from 
a succubus. The education I 
have received at MSUM will 
free me from “The Man.”
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Accept routines
The holidays are upon us again. So begins a joyous time of 
merriment and mirth.
I could see this as advantageous, but, unfortunately advan-
tages are few and far between these days. In the constraints of a 
low-paying job and an endless pile of homework, I am too tired 
to indulge in the holiday fun.
The problem is that this has become routine. I am in a con-
stant cycle of reading, writing and working. 
I can’t say that I am overloaded, but I definitely feel the pres-
sure. I think it’s the pressure that upsets me the most because I 
know I am not overwhelmed but underwhelmed.
I think as a majority, students are scraping by just like me 
and in all likeliness, fill up their routines with much more work 
than I do.
If all these busy schedules add up to routine, shouldn’t I wel-
come it? Doesn’t routine make for a more bearable schedule? 
Perhaps routine isn’t the problem. Maybe routine is something 
a student can use to his or her advantage.
Unfortunately, a student’s routine is often broken. Syllabi are 
generally handed out during the first week of classes, which 
certainly encourage routine, but these agendas are often broken 
for whatever reason.
It is also difficult to manage any schedule throughout a 
semester. Students get sick. Teachers get sick. Studying may 
consume more time than anticipated. There are a number of 
mitigating circumstances that interfere with the idea of routine, 
but as I stated before, I feel underwhelmed.
There is simply no existence of routine in a student’s cur-
riculum. A person can only accept the responsibilities they are 
given. This is something I had to learn for myself; the idea that 
I am striving for something better.
So whether a student feels overwhelmed or not, we still have 
vacations.
Adjusting relationships for holidays
Stuck in a routine?
E-mail Fracassi
at fracassian@mnstate.edu
Education offers its own benefits
Got a story about “The Man?”
E-mail Call
at callli@mnstate.edu
Trouble adjusting?
E-mail Johanson 
at johansel@mnstate.edu
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Nov. 21 
“Twilight” - PG-13
 
“Bolt” - PG
 
“The Betrayal” - NR
“I Can’t Think Straight” 
- PG-13
“Special” - R
Nov. 20 
“Sonic Unleashed”  
Wii/X360/PS2 
 
Nov. 25 
“Chrono Trigger” - DS
 
“Band Manager” - PC
Nov. 25 
Kanye West
“808’s and Heartbreak”
 
The Killers
“Day and Age”
 
Ludacris 
“Theater of the Mind
Films Gaming
Release Calendar
Music
Students come up with a 
variety of ways to earn money 
during college. Some slave 
away at jobs they hate, others 
donate their bodies to science.
On a rare occasion, a stu-
dent finds a way to take his 
or her favorite pastimes and 
transform them into a profit-
wielding small business.
That is exactly what Dusty 
Jostes, a sophomore studying 
music industry, has done. He 
has taken his love for music 
and started his own small 
business as a disc jockey.
Jostes is active around cam-
pus, performing at events 
such as the UG Unplugged, 
Dragons After Dark and 
Orientation. He is also a resi-
dent assistant in Snarr and 
involved with choir. 
“It’s fun and rewarding 
to entertain a large group of 
people,” Jostes said. “I feel 
like I was born to be an enter-
tainer.”
Perhaps Jostes was born for 
just that. He discovered an 
interest in music at a young 
age and has been developing 
that hobby since. He plays 
guitar, piano, bass, trombone, 
trumpet, tuba and sings. He 
also writes and produces his 
own songs.
“Dusty is constantly play-
ing. He doesn’t 
talk about music, 
he plays the 
music,” senior 
and co-RA on 
third floor South 
Snarr Amanda 
Varnum said. 
“He’s always got 
an instrument in 
his hand.”
Jostes first got the idea to 
be a disc jockey more than 
six years ago while attending 
dances at his high school.
“I’d go to dances where the 
DJ wouldn’t play a variety of 
music, and there were a lot 
of people unhappy with it,” 
Jostes said. “I wanted to influ-
ence what people listen to as 
much as possible.”
Jostes decided to take mat-
ters into his own hands and 
begin a DJ business. Getting 
started was not an easy task. 
Jostes needed money and 
equipment, not to mention 
support and know-how.
“It’s a funny story how I 
first started,” Jostes recalled. 
“Besides saving up my own 
funds, I went around asking 
classmates for 
$1 donations 
for better disc-
jockeying at 
the school, and 
before I knew it 
I had a couple 
hundred dol-
lars.”
Jostes started 
with a mini-
mal DJ setup and borrowed 
equipment for early gigs. With 
support from his school and 
money earned from dances, he 
quickly upgraded his arsenal 
of DJ equipment.
“It was a lot of trial and 
error starting out,” Jostes said. 
“I just kind of dove into it and 
the first dance was an interest-
ing experience, but now my 
equipment is very extensive.”
Jostes takes his business 
very seriously. Not only is it 
his main source of income, but 
he enjoys widening peoples 
musical horizon through the 
tunes he plays.
Currently Jostes does most 
of his work at high schools 
throughout Minnesota and 
locally with MSUM. He plans 
to continue in the field of 
music and keep his business 
growing.
“I would like to start a dance 
club in Fargo-Moorhead and 
make billions,” Jostes said jok-
ingly. “I’d like to expand it 
into an actual solid business.”
Jostes will be playing live 
at 8 p.m. on Dec. 3 at the UG 
Unplugged and at Acoustic 
Afternoon on Dec. 4 in the 
CMU, where he will have his 
CD “Coffee and Ceiling Fans” 
which he wrote, performed 
and produced for sale for 
about $5.Jostes has a sample 
play list available online at 
www.myspace.com/musicby-
dustyj.
Apply in person at: 
2829 S. University Drive, Fargo 
 www.pcifargo.com
VARIETY OF FLEXIBLE SHIFTS, CASUAL WORK ENVIRONMENT 
PAID TRAINING
Hiring Immediately!
P/T & F/T TELESALES - $9/HR BASE PAY EARNING UP 
TO $12/HR! 
‘DJ’ turns passions into profits
By MARK KELLER
A&E Editor
Keller can be reached 
at kellerma@mnstate.edu
MARK KELLER / ThE AdvocATE
Sophomore dusty Jostes practices guitar in South Snarr while fellow resident assistant and music 
industry major Amanda varnum sings and plays on piano.
JAREd wiNMiLL / ThE AdvocATE
Sketch comedy Troupe Member, John Leingang, acts out a scene where is wife doesn’t come home 
for their anniversary in the first Moorhead Comedy Festival on Sunday on Gaede stage.
SuBMiTTEd PhoTo
The cover to Jostes album 
“coffee and ceiling Fans.”
Funny festival
 
  Dusty is constantly 
playing. He doesn’t 
talk about music, 
he plays the mu-
sic... He’s always 
got an instrument 
in his hand.
Amanda varnum
Senior music industry major
“
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Gamers around the globe 
have been rocking since the 
debut of music video games 
like Rock Band and Guitar 
Hero.
Guitar Hero, which debuted 
in 2005, uses a controller mod-
eled after a guitar, featuring 
fret buttons and a “strum 
bar.”
The game lets the player 
rock out the role of a guitarist 
in a band. Players choose clas-
sic songs to play or thrust right 
into the action-packed life of a 
professional musician.
The game sold well its first 
year and paved the way for a 
whole new era of gaming.
Guitar Hero created a new 
type of gaming fan. People not 
interested in action gaming 
found themselves picking up 
a controller and joining in.
Two years after “Guitar 
Hero” debuted, “Rock Band” 
continued the trend. It offered 
more instruments, songs and 
optional players than anything 
gamers were accustomed to.
In addition to a guitar, play-
ers could also rock out on 
drums, bass and vocals. In 
weeks, circles of basement-
dwelling friends became vir-
tual superstars, worshipped 
by the screaming crowds the 
game supplies.
For some, the popularity 
of the games is perplexing. 
Critics say that it takes away 
from the joy of playing a live 
instrument and cheapens the 
music, making it mainstream.
For others, it offers some-
thing the real world cannot.
Davis Nyariki, a junior biol-
ogy and nursing student, pre-
fers karaoke-based games.
“Learning and playing 
instruments takes time. Not 
a lot of people have that. 
Playing the games is easier,” 
Nyariki said.
According to the NPD 
Group market research com-
pany, fans of the games agree.
In 2007, Rock Band and 
Guitar Hero brought in over 
$935 million of revenue. With 
the holiday shopping season 
arriving soon, retailers specu-
late that the number for 2008 
will be even larger.
For some fans, it’s not the 
screeching guitar and pound-
ing drums that make the games. 
“I like the singing games 
more because you can try 
to sing just like the person, 
even if you can’t. If you play 
with friends, it’s really fun.” 
Nyariki said.
Versions of “Guitar Hero” 
and “Rock Band” are avail-
able for the DS, Wii, PS3 and 
Xbox 360 gaming systems.
Recently, the games added 
an in-game music store, where 
players can download their 
favorite tunes.
It may seem like the fans 
are the ultimate beneficiaries 
to the Guitar Hero and Rock 
Band fortune. In reality, the 
game is an excellent tool for 
musicians, some of whom 
have seen a revival in inter-
est as a new generation is 
exposed to their music and 
lyrics.
Young people who until 
recently preferred more main-
stream pop artists are now 
rocking out to artists like 
Aerosmith and the Ramones. 
As a result, music that may 
have never seen its way into a 
90s-era child’s collection may 
now be blaring into the ears 
of the parents who grew up 
listening to it.
Whether one is a fan of 
music, an artist or wants to 
be a rock star for a day, these 
games have something to 
offer. For musicians, it may 
mean that their music will 
keep living on, long after their 
generation is grown up.
chRiS ERicKSoN / ThE AdvocATE
Junior Nate Bergeson and sophomores danny determan and Na-
tasha Smith, play Rock Band during an intramural tournament 
held in Nemzek earlier this month.
Only
White Diamonds 
Will Do...
3031 13th Ave S
Fargo, ND 58103
(701)239-9091
Gamers take role of rock ‘n’ roll legends
By AShLEY hoEcK
Staff Writer
Rock with hoeck 
at hoeckas@mnstate.edu
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Three Moorhead 
locations!
South Moorhead
(South of the Interstate)
EasTen Mall
Downtown Mhd 
(blocks away from MSUM,
behind KFC)
The Dragon wrestling team 
has begun practicing in prepa-
ration for what they hope will 
be a great season. 
The team returns eight start-
ers from last year. They hope 
to capitalize on this advan-
tage.
Head coach Keenan Spiess 
said the team’s starters will be 
hard-working and successful 
this year.
“We have a good group of 
upperclassmen,” he said. “We 
are looking really solid in eight 
of the 10 weight classes, and 
will hopefully just improve on 
our strengths.”
The team has begun to work 
on conditioning and technical 
work. 
“We are trying to break up 
our on-the-mat time in practice 
so we don’t burn out,” Spiess 
said. “We want to give some of 
the younger guys some experi-
ence and also take it slow with 
some of the returners who had 
injuries last year.”
Last year the team was 
plagued with an injury-filled 
season and unable to accom-
plish as much as they had 
originally hoped. 
This year’s preseason 
coaches’ poll has the Dragons 
ranked at No. 2, behind MSU 
Mankato. 
“Mankato has a tough 
team,” Spiess said. “There 
are also several other teams 
who will be competitive in the 
NSIC this year. St. Cloud State 
is getting better. University of 
Iowa and Augustana will also 
be competitive. But you can 
expect a lot out of our team 
this year.”
In addition to being strong 
on the mat, the team is strong 
in class as well. Last year the 
team had six academic All-
Americans and was seventh in 
the nation aca-
demically. 
Spiess also 
noted that this 
year’s group of 
captains is one 
of the best he 
has had.
“We have 
some really 
dedicated guys 
in the captain positions,” 
he said. “Tyler Tubbs, Matt 
Nelson and Kelly Janke are all 
good students and great lead-
ers.”
The Dragons 
competed in the 
NDSU Bison 
Open Saturday. 
Despite many 
unfilled weight 
classes, and only 
a few starters in 
attendance the 
Dragons wrestled 
well. The team placed five ath-
letes in four weight classes. 
Senior Joe Werner placed 
third and freshman Corey 
Ulmer placed fifth at 125 
pounds. Senior Tyler Tubbs 
placed sixth at 174 pounds. 
Senior Matt Nelson placed 
fourth at 197 pounds. Max 
Collins placed fourth at 285 
pounds.
The team continues to ready 
themselves for the MSUM 
Dragon Open Dec. 6. 
JAred WiNmill / The AdvocATe
Senior Tyler Tubbs wrestles his opponent Saturday in the Bison invitational. Tubbs placed sixth and wrestled to the 174-pound semi-
finals. The team continues to practice for the Dec. 6 Dragon Invitational. 
By TimoThY STUlKeN
Sports Editor
Stulken can be reached 
at stulketi@mnstate.edu
WRESTling
experienced team hope to improve
Seasoned Dragon wrestlers aim for success at MSUM Invitational
We have a good 
group of upper-
classmen. We are 
looking really solid 
in eight of the ten 
weight classes.
Keenan Spiess
Head Wrestling Coach 
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Volleyball 
concludes season 
victorious
The women’s volleyball 
team played the last game of 
their season Saturday against 
Wayne State and said farewell 
to three seniors.
Seniors Megan Norling, 
Calla Oftedahl and Kelci 
Guenther played their last 
volleyball game on Saturday 
at MSUM.
The team defeated the 
Wildcats in five games to take 
a hard-fought victory. 
Sophomore Laura Tvrdik 
led the team with 15 kills, 
followed by freshman Nicole 
Buysse with 12 and Guenther 
with 11. 
Oftedahl led in digs with 
20 followed by sophomore 
Ashley Pyfferoen with 18 and 
Norling with 15.
The swimming and diving 
team has two victories under 
their belts and are ready to 
continue getting their feet 
wet. 
“We’ve been training very 
hard,” head coach Todd Peters 
said. “We’ve had some great 
recruiting, and we’ve found 
some talented freshman and 
some great returning talent 
will be joining us as well.”
The team beat six other 
schools with 793 points to win 
the St. Olaf relays Saturday. 
Luther College came in sec-
ond with 541 points.
Peters said that he is confi-
dent with the team’s ability to 
work as a team.
“We’ve been doing exten-
sive team-building activities,” 
he said. “The athletes have 
been challenged in practice, so 
we’re ready for whatever the 
competition can throw at us.”
Peters hopes to improve on 
last season. 
“We hope to qualify at 
least ten individuals for the 
Nationals meet,” he said. “As 
a team we would like to place 
sixth in the conference meet, 
higher than last year’s plac-
ing.”
There are many key swim-
mers the team will capitalize 
on this season. 
“Lauren Ballman is our lone 
senior this year,” Peters said. 
“We’re definitely looking for 
leadership from her this year 
and hope for her to return to 
nationals.” 
Other previous national 
qualifiers include junior Ann 
Gusewelle, who qualified fifth 
nationally last year in the 100-
yard breast stroke. Although 
Gusewelle finished fifth, three 
of the four who beat her were 
seniors, so Peters is hopeful 
for her chances this year.
Sophomore Karena King, 
junior Amy Roness and 
Gusewell, who placed sixth 
nationally in the 3x400 meter 
relay last year, return this year 
to strengthen  the team. 
Peters said all his ath-
letes, new and returning, will 
improve the team during the 
upcoming season.
Peters is excited about the 
season and hopes to see big 
fan support at upcoming 
home events. 
“Students, parents and 
anyone else should definitely 
come and watch this year,” 
he said. “We have some of the 
highest-quality swimmers in 
the nation on our team, and 
things are definitely looking 
good.” 
Peters encouraged anyone 
who watched the Olympic 
swimming events this year to 
watch the Dragons because 
“college events can be just as 
exciting.”
The Dragons’ go out of town 
to swim against Nebraska-
Kearny and in the Falcon 
Invitational on Friday and 
Saturday. The next home meet 
is Dec. 12 against Northern 
State. 
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 Men’s Basketball:          
  7:30 p.m. today vs. U of Manitoba
   7:30 p.m. Nov. 25 vs. Concordia
  Women’s Basketball: 
  3:00 p.m. Nov. 22 vs. Michigan Tech
  TBA Nov. 25 vs. Concordia
This week aT
 Nemzek...
By loGAN GroSSmAN
Staff Writer
chriS ericKSoN / The AdvocATe
The Dragons perform drills during practice. “We’ve been doing extensive team building activities,” 
head coach Todd Peters said. “We’re ready for whatever the competition can throw at us.”
Team dive into season
Dragons take victory at St. Ben’s Invitational
Grossman can be reached 
at grossmanlo@mnstate.edu
SWimming
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By LISA CALL
Staff Writer
Bike workshop helps out in community
With the change in season 
comes the common change 
in mode of transportation. 
Bicycles are sadly hung on 
hooks off the garage ceiling for 
the dreaded six-month winter 
hibernation, often covered in 
cobwebs once finally exposed 
to sunlight. Cars become the 
primary vehicle once again.  
Many people are fortu-
nate enough to have multi-
ple options of transportation 
available. 
Unfortunately, there are 
citizens with none. A local 
organization is helping make 
reliable transportation a pos-
sibility for all in need while 
providing some knowledge in 
the process.
A collaborative effort 
founded on recycling, reus-
ing, empowerment and edu-
cation, the Fargo-Moorhead 
Community Bike Workshop 
reclaims and recycles bicycles 
to individuals through a range 
of programs. They offer educa-
tion on bike maintenance and 
provides tools and a “commu-
nity workspace” for all mem-
bers of the community to use.
Those in need of a bike can 
qualify through the Earn-a-
Bike program or can earn shop 
credit to use toward parts or 
bike frames.
The bike workshop pro-
vides more than just the mate-
rials needed to create a reliable 
mode of transportation.
“We are empowering peo-
ple to become self-sustaining,” 
said Casey Wollschlaeger, bike 
mechanic and workshop vol-
unteer.
Reciprocal education is 
heavily stressed and utilized 
in the bike workshop. “Skill 
sharing” classes are offered 
as well, taught by bicyclists 
and qualified bike mechanics 
on topics like wheel building, 
winter road riding and road-
side repairs.
“There are all these dif-
ferent levels of knowledge,” 
Wollschlaeger said. “It is a 
neat way of dispersing knowl-
edge.”
Made possible through 
grants and donations from 
Fargo-Moorhead area foun-
dations, businesses and indi-
viduals, the bike workshop 
is a non-profit organization 
aimed at collectively helping 
the community. All bikes are 
recycled and those which are 
not salvageable are used for 
parts or materials.  
“It’s a community-operated 
shop run by the people for the 
people,” Andy Bushaw said, 
student and volunteer at the 
bike workshop.
While it can be a pricey 
endeavor to obtain a bike and 
the equipment necessary to 
travel safely, it is possible. 
Inspired by community bike 
workshops nationwide and 
the vision of local individuals, 
the bike workshop is provid-
ing people with the tools to 
maintain that self-sufficiency.
“We can even show people 
how to make studded tires,” 
Bushaw said.
Although the price of gas 
is on a steady decline, bik-
ing is a more eco-friendly and 
cost-effective mode of trans-
portation that can be utilized 
even in the hellacious winter 
weather.  
“If you have the right 
amount of layers on, you heat 
up faster than a block heater,” 
Wollschlaeger said.
Bushaw, who also utilizes 
his bike in the winter, said, 
“People don’t know the tools 
available.”
For many, reliance on a 
bicycle for transportation in 
any condition becomes a life-
style.  
“Last year I had my car and 
I would use it as an option,” 
Wollschlaeger said. “Once you 
do it, it becomes easier. I think 
I have filled up my tank twice 
this whole past summer.”
Also, people shy away from 
riding bike due to the assumed 
travel times. 
Contrary to popular belief, 
Wollschlaeger said, “The time 
is moderately close to travel 
time in a car.”
Gerardo Rodriguez, student 
and volunteer with the bike 
workshop, is also a winter-
rider.
“Keep riding when the 
season change,” suggests 
Rodriguez. “Go slower. Take 
wider turns.”
With a strong sense of com-
munity and enthusiasm for 
positive, healthy change, the 
bike workshop is certainly, 
“bringing pedal power to the 
people, in the shop and on the 
streets.” 
For more information, 
visit the collective efforts of 
the bike workshop at www.
fmbikeworkshop.org.
Classifieds
Now Hiring
You have options! Free 
pregnancy testing, limited 
ultrasounds – Confidential. Call 
701-237-6530 or 
www.firstchoiceclinic.com
Dirtyworks Cleaning  Now hiring 
FT/PT M-Fday hrs. $8-9/hr DOE  
General housecleaning duties. To 
apply call Nicole 701-261-4180
advocate@mnstate.edu
Misc.
For Rent
Two bedroom available immedi-
ately. Security, quiet, no parties! 
Heat-water paid. A/C, ceiling fans, 
mini blinds, off-street assigned 
parking with plug-ins. Certified 
crime/drug-free housing. 
No pets. 
218-298-1748 or 218-346-6584
Only 2 blocks from campus. 
Large 2 bedroom apartment in 
quiet, smoke-free 4-plex. Off-
street parking, plug ins. Laundry 
facilities. 233-1881
Call can be reached 
at callli@mnstate.edu.
heIdI ShAffer / The AdvoCATe
“Keep riding when the seasons change,” Gerardo rodriquez, a winter biker, said. 
The annual Minnesota 
State Employees Charities 
Campaign ended on Oct. 31, 
but the deadline has been 
extended through Nov. 21. 
The 2008-2009 campaign 
hopes to raise a million dol-
lars from Minnesota to main-
tain the rich tradition of its 
state employees supporting 
their community and fami-
lies. 
This year’s campaign has 
been endorsed by lieuten-
ant governor 
Carol Molnau, 
the American 
Federation of 
State, County 
and Municipal 
E m p l o y e e s , 
Association of 
P ro f e s s i o n a l 
Employees, the 
Inter Faculty Organization 
and the Middle Management 
Association. 
“These charities are impor-
tant because it helps individ-
uals who are in need of finan-
cial support,” Deb Lewis of 
human resources said. 
“Having a good job is so 
important especially when 
the economy is down, she 
said. 
“It is our civic duty for us 
to help our fellow citizens in 
times of need,” Lewis said.
Lewis also stresses that the 
deadline is Friday, and she 
wants her fellow colleagues 
to get in their support as soon 
as possible. 
President Szymanski 
will be sending an email 
soon requesting all MSUM 
employees to make a contri-
bution to the Minnesota State 
Employees Charities com-
paign.
MSUM alone 
hopes to raise 
around $60,000 
this year with 
82 percent of 
the projected 
goal being 
recently reached 
according to the 
MSUM Web site. 
In 2007 MSUM raised 
$55,016 from its 800 employ-
ees with a participation of 27.4 
percent; a 5 percent increment 
in participation is expected 
this year. 
There are a total of 37 
charitable foundations that 
the employees can donate to, 
donations are made in the 
form of charitable deduc-
tion from the payroll and 
donors can select from $3, 
$5, $10 or $20 per pay period. 
More detailed information is 
posted on the main page of 
the MSUM Web site under 
Announcements/News.
                                           
Nakarmi can be reached 
at nakarmiav@mnstate.edu.
By AvINAB NAKArMI
Staff Writer
Minn. State employees give to good cause
 
   These charities are 
important because 
it helps individuals 
who are in need of 
financial support.  
deb Lewis 
 Human Resources 
“
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Dine-In Delivery Take-Out
$5.95
Moorhead’s  
Original       
Hotspot
New Location
Student Special
Short of time? Ten Minute Lunch starting at 11:30
All you can eat pizza, soup, and salad bar
$3.50
Happy Hour Specials 4 - 7 pm
$12.95
Buy 1 
Get 1 HALF off
Fill up before the BIG GAME!
Specially priced appetizers and beer.
Medium 1 topping 
pizza and wings
Burger Basket 
of your choice
Delivery ONLY
123 21st St. S. on the North End of the Eastgate Plaza in Moorhead     233-2883
MS11 MS11
M-F 11:30 to 1:30
Not Valid with other cuupons, 
specials or discounts.  
One coupon per customer
Not Valid with other cuupons, 
specials or discounts.  
One coupon per customer
Student 6” pepperoni or cheese pizza
Ready in 10 minutes
Over the past week have 
been several symposiums 
held on campus to address the 
global food crisis. 
For those who were unaware 
there was such a thing at this 
time, these symposiums are a 
perfect place to get filled in on 
the details.
Statistics show that this is 
the worst food crisis since 
the 1970s and it can only get 
worse unless global aware-
ness is administered. 
To help update and inform 
faculty and students, as well 
as anyone from the public, 
professors and keynote speak-
er Daniel Gustafson, director 
of the Food And Agriculture 
Organization  Liaison Office 
of North America, have been 
working together on the sym-
posium on world food issues. 
“To put it bluntly, awareness 
is the most important thing 
we can get out of this event,” 
Paul Sando, a professor in the 
anthropology and earth sci-
ences department, said. 
Sando gave a lecture from a 
geographic perspective. 
“It’s hard to talk about and 
understand a global food cri-
sis in a country where you can 
walk in to a Wal-Mart and get 
anything you want,” he said. 
According to Sando, we are 
all geographically tied togeth-
er, and therefore, we need to 
be aware of the overall situa-
tion for everybody. 
“Food security is part of 
overall security,” Gustafson 
said. 
Gustafson has traveled to 
all parts of the world and has 
seen the effects of this crisis 
firsthand. 
“This symposium is coming 
at an ideal time because a few 
months ago the media atten-
tion was on the soaring food 
prices. Now that it is back 
down people can now focus 
on the underlying issues,” 
Gustafson said. 
A few months ago people 
thought the crisis was occur-
ring because prices were so 
high. However, the reality is, 
according to Gustafson, there 
are about 850 million people 
who are malnourished or 
chronically hungry. That is 14 
percent of the world’s popula-
tion that is suffering for lack 
of food. 
Other issues raised when 
discussing the global food cri-
sis include genetically modi-
fied foods, Roundup-ready 
crops, economics and the 
human security standpoint. 
All these issues have been 
looked at by various profes-
sors on campus and discussed 
at their lectures. 
At this point there is a grow-
ing rate of inequality and glob-
al instability in the world’s 
food and crop production and 
being aware and informed is 
one of the best ways to help 
control it. 
“We have never had to 
question whether we will 
produce a crop,” Sando con-
cluded. “But the whole world 
depends on us, not just us.” 
Gustafson said. 
“In short term it doesn’t 
necessarily affect us, but it 
will in the long run and we 
have a moral obligation to do 
everything we can to help,” 
he said.
The last lecture in the series 
will be held at 7 p.m. tonight 
in the Science Lab 118, where 
Andrew Conteh, professor in 
the Political Science depart-
ment, will be discussing 
“The Right to Food” from the 
human security standpoint.
MSUM hosts food symposium
Faculty, guest speaker discuss global food crisis
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Later he proceeded to col-
lege working at kiosks, snow-
board shops and as a bike 
mechanic. He also made 
hemp to pass time.
“I started making hemp 
when I was 5 years old,” 
Merritt said, “It’s a nice relax-
ing part of the day.”
The idea of selling hand-
made items came from 
Merritt’s neighbor, who trav-
eled to Ecuador. His neighbor 
came back with Ecuadorian-
made clothes to sell. Seeing 
the clothes sell quickly, Merritt 
became interested and started 
to help.  
Merritt now travels place 
to place selling various items. 
Merritt hopes that selling his 
merchandise will make peo-
ple happy. The prices are low 
and reasonable and according 
to Merritt, half the retail cost 
in stores. 
“I think the prices are prac-
tical,” freshman Jake Johnson 
said. “Most of the items are 
hand-made and useable.” 
Merritt doesn’t mind being 
referred to as “the sweater 
man” as long as people mean 
it in a fun loving way. 
“I am well committed,” 
Merritt says. “If someone 
needs to be the sweater man, 
I guess I’ll be.”
George can be reached 
at georgean@mnstate.edu.
SweATer MAN, froNT
ChrIS erICKSoN / The AdvoCATe
ed Merritt set up shop in the CMU this past week, selling various 
hand-made clothing items and talking with students and faculty. 
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“The fact that we now have 
eight individuals recognized 
really underlies the fact that 
we place a priority on teach-
ing, more so than graduate 
education or research, our 
emphasis is on teaching,” 
Grindeland said. “I think this 
underlies that point.”
The entry for the award 
was submitted by the school 
along with several letters of 
recommendation as well as 
Grindeland’s personal teach-
ing philosophy. 
Grindeland, who came to 
MSUM in 1981, teaches TV 
news photography, docu-
mentary photography and a 
mass communication ethics 
and issues class. He is also 
the founder of the Campus 
News program.
His teaching style, accord-
ing to Mark Strand, chair of 
the mass communications 
department, was influenced by 
Grindeland’s childhood on a 
farm near Hillsboro, N.D.
For his work on Campus 
News, he works with several 
different classes to produce 
one broadcast, which Strand 
said mimics a one-room coun-
try school. In his ethics class, 
students have described it as 
“going to church.”  
“That’s interesting because 
I grew up on a farm between 
Mayville and Hillsboro and a 
mile and a half in one direction 
was a one-room country school 
and another mile and a half in 
the other direction was Graan 
Lutheran Church,” Grindeland 
said. “Both our church and our 
school were huge influences 
in my life, as was my family’s 
farm.”
Apart from professor of the 
year, Grindeland, along with 
his students, won a Regional 
Emmy in both 2007 and 2008 
for their documentary class.
“I’m a lucky guy,” Grindeland 
said. “I think in any profes-
sion everyone appreciates the 
opportunity to receive some 
recognition for hard work. 
That’s how I view teaching, 
it’s very satisfying, but hard 
work at times. I enjoy it, so 
it’s wonderful to receive any 
recognition.”
Task force members have 
divided into four sub-com-
mittees that are now meeting 
in small groups to focus on 
conservation and education, 
engineering, mechanical and 
energy audit issues, policy 
development and grants. 
The Energy Task Force 
is working closely with the 
Sustainable Campus Initiative 
Committee (SCIC), which 
has been looking at ways to 
promote sustainable energy 
on campus since 2004, said 
Branden, who also co-chairs 
SCIC. 
SCIC is in charge of allocat-
ing the student green fee fund 
and handles renewable energy 
and conservation projects all 
over campus. 
Branden said there are many 
simple things people can do 
to save energy, such as open-
ing blinds during the day and 
closing them at night
She also encourages 
people to be on the lookout for 
“vampire load” devices, like 
cell phone chargers and coffee 
pots with digital displays, that 
draw power even when they 
are turned off or idling. 
The Energy Task Force met 
Tuesday to discuss which 
energy-saving recommenda-
tions need to be forwarded 
to Syzmanski right away, 
Branden said. 
“Once we get those initial 
recommendations made to 
the president, then we can 
start looking at short-term 
goals that will take a little bit 
more time and then long-term 
goals,” Branden said. 
Nileendra Abeywardene, a 
junior economics and actuari-
al science major, is chair of the 
Energy Task Force’s conserva-
tion and class scheduling sub-
committee, which is working 
to devise a plan to schedule 
evening and summer classes 
in a way that would cut down 
on energy costs. 
He said it might be pos-
sible to save on energy costs 
by moving all classes to one 
or two buildings during the 
summer. 
“All the recommendations 
that will be made to the presi-
dent will always consider 
the welfare of the students,” 
Abeywardene said.
The task force is sched-
uled present its final report to 
Syzmanski by May 2009.
“It’s going to be a real chal-
lenge to see how many people 
will come on board,” Branden 
said. 
“As an institution, we 
should have looked at ways 
to save energy a long time 
ago, but, still, it’s not too late,” 
Abeywardene said.  
Students, faculty, staff and 
alumni interested in getting 
involved with the Energy Task 
Force should e-mail Branden 
at branden@mnstate.edu. She 
welcomes energy-saving ideas 
and information. 
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